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The Families &
The Lumber Company

Timothy and Michael Riordan followed

their older brother D.M. (Matt) Riordan
west, initially taking jobs at the Ayer
Lumber Company where Matt was General
Manager. Matt purchased the Ayer Lumber
Company in 1887 creating the Arizona
Lumber Company which later became the
Arizona Lumber & Timber Company. Matt
and his brothers were very successful and
as the largest employers in the area they
contributed to the growth of early Flagstaff.
Matt sold the mill to his younger brothers in
1897 and left Flagstaff.

Timothy and Michael decided to make
Flagstaff their permanent home. Timothy
married Caroline Metz in 1889 and a few
years later Michael married her younger
sister Elizabeth. The women were cousins
of the Babbitt brothers, another influential
Flagstaff family. Tim and Caroline had two
daughters; Mike and Elizabeth had six
children. The two families lived side by side
adjacent to the lumber mill.

Tim and Caroline Riordan’s dining room.
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The design of Riordan Mansion, pictured circa 1910, promoted conversation and shared activities.

The Mansion

By 1903, with a successful business and
growing families, Timothy and Michael decided
to upgrade to new larger homes. They
contacted Santa Fe Railroad architect Charles
Whittlesey to design the houses. Duplex
homes in the American Arts & Crafts style
were created for the two families. Each family
had approximately six thousand square feet of
living space with all the modern amenities of
the day. The two homes were connected

by a large common room, which gave
the families an area for relaxation,
entertainment and plenty of space
for the children to play.

The Riordan families lived out
their years on their sides of
the house with the second
generation donating the homes
and most of the original family
furniture and belongings
including pieces by Stickley
and Tobey Furniture Company.
Arizona State Parks acquired
the east house in 1978 and
began giving tours in 1983.
The west house was acquired in
1986 and opened to the public
in 2002.

The primary building material for
the structure is Ponderosa pine. This
type of tree formed the backbone of
the Riordans’ lumber business.

Building a 933%_2

As business leaders and the
largest employers in
Flagstaff, the Riordan
brothers were known
for their efforts on
behalf of the com-
munity. Their
priorities revolved
around supporting
their business and the ¥
economic development
of Flagstaff. In a new
and growing frontier
environment, this
meant securing
government services,
attracting industry to diversify

the economy, and making technologica |
improvements for the community.

In keeping with their Catholic faith,
middle-class origins, and Progressive
era values, it also meant establishing
medical care, churches, schools,

and the infrastructure needed for a
healthy community.

ﬂmwo:.:m\; E\.n,m Metz,
Timothy, & Mary Riord&an.

Learn more about how the Riordans
contributed to Flagstaff by reading
an excerpt from Community Builders:
The Riordan Families of Flagstaff on
our website.

Visit AZStateParks.com/Parks/RIMA
and click on Feature Story.




